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Fall Creek Cleanup
May 10 (Sat)
Meet at the bridge over Fall

Creek on 79th St. at 9:00a.m.
The shuttle will leave at 9:30am.

If you are interested in helping
out call by 9:00p.m., Friday May
oth.

Dick Fetty
765-754-8200

8:00 AM to 9:00 PM.

Bring the usual, Canoe, Paddles,
PFD, Change of Clothes, Water
to drink Food to eat, or snack.
Anyone remember the "A
Country A-Fair” Restaurant? We
will probably eat there after the
trip. Dutch treat of course. Hope
to see some old and new faces.

Roger Beach
Member of HCC, and FSC
765 866-1973

Sugar Creek Cleanup
May 10 (Sat)

Friends of Sugar Creek (FSC) is
having a Creek Clean Up on
Saturday May 10. We would like
toinvite HCC. to help.

It has been many years since we
have done a creek clean up by
canoe. Thelast 5 years has been
in one areainside Crawfordsville
City Limits. By foot along the
Creek Banks.

This year Jim Suren and Roger
Beach will organize the canoe
portion. We will meet at 8:30
AM Saturday morning at Elston
Park South on Sugar Creek at the
Public Canoe Launch (Across
from Clements Canoe Rental) on
Old Lafayette Road.

Canoeing isinvolved, but not a
pleasure trip. The purposeisto
get TRASH. Although any time
I'min aCanoeit's a pleasure.
Anyone wanting to help please
call Roger any time between

Mississinewa River Trip
May 17 (Sat)

Join us for a paddle on the
Mississinewa. Meet at the truck
stop at 1-69 exit 45 and state
highway 28 at 9:00 on Saturday,
May 17. Bring your lunch, boat,
and possibly a paddling partner,
and of course, the usual dry bag
with a change of clothes. Please
RSVP.

Roger Ritchie
765-358-4059
rcritchie@iquest.net.

W ish we had a more active trip
schedule? Then choose to be
aTrip Sponsor! Y our sponsored trip
can be added to the schedule at

anytime. Consider being a sponsor!
Contact your 2003 trips chairman:

Roger Ritchie
765-358-4059
rcritchie@iquest.net.

Eagle Creek Reservoir
Tuesday Evening Paddles

Beginning on Tuesday, May 13,
weather permitting, HCC
members areinvited to
participate in a paddling practice
session. Meet around 6:00p.m,
inside Eagle Creek Park to
launch from the Marina area
behind the rental shack. You
may also want to bring a picnic
dinner.

Therental shack offers canoes
and Loon-type kayaks for rent, if
you want to bring a guest. Guests
are allowed to participate but
must join the club if they wish to
continue.

To enter Eagle Creek Park for
this event, free-of-charge, use the
pass inside this month’s
newsletter. We ask that anyone
enjoying the use of the park to
please donate an evening
assisting the Eagle Creek Park
Nature Center Staff on one of
their sunset canoe trips (usually
held on Wednesday evenings
throughout the summer) by
providing safety boats.
Shirley Gates
317-852-9809 or

Lori Gates
317-852-5383
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Trip Report

Elkhorn Creek
Frankfort, KY
March 22 (Sat)

The Plan really came together for
thistrip. Good sun, Good water,
and afine group of paddlers.
Aught Two - Three was along,
cold winter. So the 15 HCC ers
were quite anxious for agood
paddling day and we finnnalllly
got it.

Open boaters Guy Schwering
and Jim Kendall joined
kayaker’s George Flexman (The
Taller), Brian Terry, Mark
Banjak, Scott Burns, Mark
Bickel, John Pavlack, Mary
Anne Crismore, Terry Busch,
Rob Friedman, Susie Evans, and
Kristie Dickey and mefor this
outing. Dave Good was with us
too, but I'm confused about his
category. His boat looks like a
Kayak, but he kneels and uses a
single bladed paddle. He has
another 15 yearsto enjoy being
special before his knees rebel
and heisrequired to return to his
natural sitter.

Note to the 2003 Awards
Committee: Thefirst Kayak
swim of the year occurred just
above the“S’ turn. Rob
Friedman says he was exploring
the required magnitude of a
downstream lean while peeling
out of an eddy. He erred on the
low side. Many thanks to Kristie
and the others who helped
reunite Rob and his boat and
paddie. Later in the day, Guy
dropped a gunwhale and
swamped while investigating a
small pour-over. He did afine
self-rescue after earning the
distinction of First Canoe
swimmer of the HCC year.

The site of Guy’s swim use to be
called the Diagonal Ledge A

flood several years ago moved
the main channel and filled in the
old ledge. My first trip in the
Elkhorn was 1974 with Chuck,
Lunsford, Bob Fredricks, and
Dick Tileston. | remember
dropping into the backwash of
the Diagonal Ledge and surfing
back and forth atime or six
before filling the Quachita (17
foot aluminum) and having to
wade out. | was totally
DELIGHTLY and have been
playing in rivers ever since.
Chuck and Karen Lunsford
sponsored the first HCC Elkhorn
CruiseMay 31 and June lin
1975. A few of usdid the run
three times on the 31%.
Participantsin that cruise
included David & Ralph Sperry,
Tom & Betty Haver, Lane &
Jane Ehninger, Paul & Suzi
Nordholt, Dick & Pat Rader,
Dave & Cindy Ellis, Chuck &
Suzanne & Eric & Chris
Conklin, Rick Cox, Gerry &
Roselyn & Lloyd Schoditsch,
Bill Lawless, Dick & Susan
Tileston, Doug Mckenzie, and
Sponsors: Chuck & Karen
Lunsford. ... Notice an obvious
change in the nature of the
participants? I’d realy like to
hear what you think. Are we
seeing a general sociological
change from family to individual
participants or isit just a
paddling community thing?
Additional information. The
1975 trip included 2 night of
group camping at the Forks of
the Elkhorn campground. In
2003 everyone went down and
back in one day.

Post paddling activities included
browsing and shopping at Canoe
Kentucky and dinner at La Fiesta
Grande. Astheriver, our
traditions flow and evolve over
the years. La Fiesta has been the

preferred post-paddie-diner since
1994. A Challenge: Help Evolve
New Traditions. SYOTR

Dave Ellis
riverpapaw@aol .com
-Trip Sponsor-

Trip Report

Webster Wildwater River
Festival

April 4-6th

The 5th Annual Festival turned
out to be a great trip, with mostly
sunny skies and high'sin the 60's
and 70's. Bradford Pears,
Dogwoods, Redbuds and
Forsythiawere in bloom. The
state of Indiana was well
represented with Dave Timm,
Greg Timm, Jose Laguna, Mary
Anne Crismore, Dave Ellis,
Doug Thomas, Matt Thomas,
Annie Stauropulos, Charlotte
Jones and Randy Parker from the
HCC joining Hoos er paddiers
Jim Long, Jason Long and Mike
Jones for severa trips on the Elk
River.

Thefestival isheld in Webster
Springs, WV and nearby 4H
Camp Caesar. While we stuck to
the class I1-111 EIK River,
Webster County is home to
numerous white water paddling
opportunities on class 11-V
stretches of the Back Fork of the
Elk, Cranberry, Gauley, Meadow
and Williams Rivers. So, next
year all those Gauley godsin the
club can come out and show us
what they're really made of on
the Lower Meadow.

The ElK river features about 28
miles of mostly class 1 rapids
with recommended flows
between 5 and 7 feet. Snow melt
and a brief Saturday morning

(Continued on page 3)
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rain maintained water levels at
5.6 ft on Friday, 5.3 ft on
Saturday and right at 5.0 ft on
Sunday.

Five Hoosiers kayaked the eight
mile stretch above Webster
Springs on Friday accompanied
by three South Carolinianson a
raft. The same trip was paddied
on Saturday by 8 Hoosiers. The
first half of thisrun features
primarily cobble bar variety
rapids and wave trains, followed
by a second half of ledges
preceded by afew boulder
gardens. Our runs over the only
rapid approaching class I11
(Parcoal Falls) went without
incident staying far left on
Friday; however, several of us
dropped unscathed through a
nasty looking notch on the
bottom right on Saturday. This
rapid reminded me alot of
Rocky Ford on the Big Pine, but
with higher ledges compressed
into asignificantly shorter
length. Numerous surfing
opportunities presented
themselves on the above town
run, claiming aswim from Greg
T. after 6 attempts at a good
sized hole and another swim
from Randy P. on an eddy line.
Mike J.'sfirst trip on white water
went without mishap, and Jose L.
came away from hisfirst 3 days
on white water with only asingle
swim after letting his guard
down on Friday just after acing
Parcoal Falls.

Eight HCC members ran the 10
mile section below Webster
Springs on Sunday. This down
river section of the Elk from
Webster Springs offered yet
another variety of river character,
with added flow from the Back
Fork of the EIk maintaining a
good level through numerous

boulder gardens. Eddy hopping
opportunities were plentiful, but
surf spots were rare on Sunday.
Despite failed attempts to move
Sunday's trip to the Middle
Meadow, Matt T. was overheard
admitting to great fun on aclass
Il river. Greg T., Harley L. and
Jim L. opted for a hike along the
3 falls section of the Back Fork
of the Elk on Sunday, which |
understand has something like 8
ledge falls between 5 & 12 feet
ona5mileclasslI-IV run. |
was told that Greg dined on
freshly dug ramps (like a cross
between onion and garlic) during
the hike, but Jim wouldn't let him
bring this fragrant culinary
delight back in the car. Others
from the Indiana entourage chose
trout fishing on Sunday. Overall,
the Elk was a beautiful river
offering varied rapids, excellent
water quality and scenic views of
numerous water falls from side
streams. Trout in the river
appeared to be abundant, based
on the stringers | saw along the
shore and in the parking lot.
However, the sections near town
were developed and less pleasing
to the eye.

Thefestival featured a FUN
down river race and slalom
course on Saturday, ramps
dinners Saturday evening and a
party on Saturday night. Jim L.,
Jason L., Dave E., Mary Anne &
Charlotte J. participated in the 5
mile down river race to Webster
Springs, with Jim ending up 3rd
place in the 45-55 age division.
Results of the race and race
photos can be found at http://
www.iplayoutside.com/
Events/2003/04/5476.html.
While most of our Saturday
group lagged too far behind the
race to make the photos, | did
spot pictures of Mary Anne and

Charlotte, aswell asthe Matt and
Doug beef cakes flexing for the
photographer at the take out. The
party was held at Camp Caesar

in an old, round, wooden barn
with a central bonfire and
featured a Blue Grass Band,
Killians and Ice House beer free
on tap, a great selection of door
prizes and great atmosphere. Jose
won anew canoe paddle and we
Hoosiers were presented with
knives and around of applause.
The local hospitality couldn't be
beat. | highly recommend putting
the 6th Annual Webster
Wildwater River Festival on
your calendars for next year!

Dave Timm
-Trip Sponsor-

Trip Report
Big Walnut
April 12 (Sat)

Mother Nature blessed us with a
perfect spring day for the Big
Walnut float. A clear robin egg
sky, tempsin the high 60's and a
slight breeze from the northwest
to drive us downriver. The water
was low, as expected, but sneaks
could be found through the
riffles, rocks and occasional
strainers. We had to exit the
canoe only once to negotiate a
particularly bony section. The
game was in criscrossing the
creek to find the deepest channel.

There have been access problems
on the upper Walnut but these
will soon be worked out when
the new Hendricks County park
is completed. (Due this year)
McClouds Park is on both sides
of BigWalnut and is slated to
include a canoe launch. This
time we used county road bridge
access. We paddled 10 milesand
saw three covered bridges, geese,
(Continued on page 4)
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ducks, birds of prey, numerous
bass, some humungous carp and
one snake.

In attendance were HCC
members Worth Donaldson Jeff
Kuhn, Matt Hagen, Steve Morris,
Bill Denny, Hoz Joven and Jack
Ferroglio in OC1's, Duane and
Melissa Hartley in an OC2 and
Tom Siddal, the Lone Kayaker.
There were no mishaps and the
mandatory HCC riverside lunch
was observed.

Today proved Big Walnut can be
paddied at low water levels. All
hands agreed it turned out to be a
beautiful day and float.

cotton wood tree across the river
that we did need to carry the
canoes around. The turtles were
out; the wood ducks were about
on the 100 feed wide river that
provided for awonderful and
easy venture for aday trip. We
did not race but the question was
asked who won the race between
the catsup, lettuce, and a faucet.
The faucet was running, the
catsup was trying to catch-up and
the lettuce was ahead.

We put in at the DNR
conservation site on 252 and then
paddied to the take out at the Flat
Rock River DNR site at 550 N in
Bartholomew County.

Jose' Joven Fred anpl Donna Sanders
-Trip Sponsor- -Trip Sponsors-
: HCC Member
Trip Report :
Flat Rock River Demographics |
April 26 (Sat) As of 4/25/2003 the Hoosier

Mother Goose showed us the
way for several miles down the
Flat Rock River. Walt Koenig,
Roger and Linda Ritchie, and
Fred and Donna Sanders were
the mighty five to venture the
sun and mild wind for 12 miles.

The river had many colors of
nature glowing around each bend
of the river from the red bud
trees to the many blue bells that
lined the riverbank. The wild life
was noticed along the way.

A snake was sunning itself upon
the log but not the same one that
Donnaand Fred sat on! The
good news was that the 180
degree turn was managed with
the canoe till on top of the
water.

Lunch was enjoyed on the
riverbank. Mother Goose joined
us again to escort us on the rest
of the journey. Therewas a

Canoe Club has 258 current
memberships. A membership
may be afamily unit of multiple
paddlersliving at asingle
address and receiving one
newsletter. “317” isthe home-
phone area code of 51% of
current members. “765” includes
19%, “812" includes 14%, and
“219” accounts for another 7%.
All other area codes account for
the remaining 9%. Similarly,
31% of members have
“Indianapolis’ home addresses;
and 6% are outside of “Indiana’.
40% of current members joined
before 1999. 16% joined in 1999
plus 2000. 12% joined in 2001,
18% in 2002, and 14% (37
members so far) first joined in
2003. 24% were born in 1945 or
before; 18% were born after
1965. The average birth year for
those joining in 2000 and 2001
was 1960; the average for 2002

and 2003 is 1957. For some
reason we seem to be attracting
older members recently. Got any
ideas? We averaged about 40
new members per year between
1989 and 1999. We had 94
newbies in 2001 and 83 in 2002.
Thisincrease correlates well
with the launch of
hoosiercanoeclub.org. For the 7
months of 2003 membership
year (October thru April) we've
averaged 5.3 per month. Thisis
off abit from the 7.4 rate for
2001 and 2002. My total historic
data base includes 1300
members dating from 8 who
joined in 1964. We are currently
mailing 202 newsletters to
members and 18 complimentary
issues. 52 members have elected
to view The Hoosier Paddler
from our web site and save HCC
about $4.50 per year in postage
not to mention the copying costs.
Let me know if you are willing
to become “E-Only”. 210
members have listed at |east one
E-Mail address. 69 of these have
signed up for http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/

HCC _Memberg/. | usethis
news-group to mail out notices
as soon as the new Newsletter
has been posted on the members
forum of our web site and other
instances when we want to
“PUSH” information to
members. I’ve promised to not
do more than one mailing a
week. Send me an E-Mail if you
want to be re-invited to join this
news-group. So, now that we
have these 258 members, what
are we going to do to keep them
and get them more active in
HCC?

Dave Ellis
-2003 Membership Chairman-
RiverPaPaw@aol.com




American Canoe
Association (ACA)
“Introduction to
Paddling—Canoe Cour se”
Eagle Creek Reservoir
June 3, 10,and 17 (3
Tuesday evenings)
6—8:00PM

Thisentry level courseis offered
to HCC members and anyone
else that would liketo
participate. The goal of this
course is to emphasize skill
acquisition to safely and
enjoyably paddle a canoe on
flatwater, perform self rescue,
and respond to emergencies that
arise.

Course content will include
discussion and demonstration on
the following topics: safety,
equipment, car topping, knots,
launching, paddle strokes, and
canoe maneuvers. Participants
will have the opportunity to
practice these skills on the water.
Y ou must provide your own
equipment (canoe, paddle, life
jacket, etc.) and be prepared to
be in the water (no cotton
clothing, please).

We will meet inside Eagle Creek
Park at the Marina near the rental
shack in conjunction with the
Tuesday evening paddies. You
may use the Eagle Creek Park
pass in this month’s newsl etter to
get into the park free-of-charge.

Cost for the course is $15.00 per
person to cover ACA event
registration and insurance fees
and you must register by
contacting me no later than
Sunday May 18th. All
participants will receive an ACA
participation card.

Lori Gates

317-852-5383
Lgbhal990@cs.com

The Seven Principles of
Leave No Trace

e Plan Ahead and Prepare

+ Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces

« Dispose of Waste Properly
: « Leave What You Find
= Minimize Campfire Impact

« Respect Wildlife

* Be Considerate of Other Visitors

$

L

Taken frorn the Tennessee Conservationist submitted by Dick Fetty

Did Ya Know?

If all the used oil
improperly disposed of
by do-it-yourselfers
were recycled, 1t couid
produce enough energy
to power 360,000
homes each year.

1 gallon of used oil can
contaminate up to
1,000,000 gallons of
ground and surface
water.




Tuesday Evening Paddles

Eagle Creek Park—Marina
May—August 2003

North or South Gate admission
Good for event only




Lakes & RiversTrivia

1. What isthelargest body of
freshwater in the world?

2. What isthe name of the
longest river in the US?

3. What isthe name of the
deepest gorge in the US?

4. What isthe name of the
largest Great Lake?

5. What lake is between Lake
Huron and Lake Erie?

6. What isthe name of the
largest gorge in the US?

7. What body of water isthe
second saltiest in the world?

8. Which Great Lakeisthe
shallowest?

9. What isthe name of the
deepest lakein the US?

10. Whereis this lake located?

11. Which Great Lake iswholly
inthe US?

12. What is the name of the
shortest river in the US?

13. Which Great Lakeisthe
deepest?

14. What is the name of the
highest waterfall in the US?

15. What is the name of the
largest lakein the US?

Dick Fetty

LIGHTNING

Lightning kills far more peoplein
civilization than on ariver or on a
ridge in the backcountry. This fact
affords very little reassurance when
you are stuck out in the weather.
There are very few things more
frightening than the ingtant the air is
filled with ozone smells and a crack
of thunder splits atree close by you
exactly the moment that lightning
flashes.

Remember afew precautions to
minimize the danger of being hit by
abolt of lightning. Note that the
lightning strike seeks the shortest
distance between a cloud and the
ground--hence its attraction isto the
highest object around. Don't stand
under that tallest tree for cover and
don’'t become that tallest subject out
in the open.

The best position isto crouch low
with your feet as close together as
possible. Stand on something that
will insulate you from the ground,
like aPFD or canoe pad. Stay away
from metal objects.

If someonein your group is hit by

lightning, you may have to treat
him/her for shock or burns, or give
CPR. Be prepared. You could save
their life.

Keep out of lightning storms.
Shirley Gates

Classifieds

For Sale: 1998 Dagger Animas.
Includes spray skirt (med size)
and two float bags with an
improved back rest. $375.00

Gordon Lepley
(317) 888-0977
sail orschoice50@aol.com

Boat for Sale: --- Necky
Looksha 1V, Rotomold gray
plastic, in very good condition.
Includes rudder, Werner paddle,
cockpit cover and spray skirt.
$1000- 24 x 7.

Boat has good initial Stability
and excellent secondary stability.
High volume boat with good
storage.

Harlan Higgins
317-506-5543
repete36@earthlink.net
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