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HCC MOVES CLOSER 
TO ACA PADDLE 

AMERICA 
At an emergency meeting on 
June 18, 2003, the HCC 
Executive Board unanimously 
voted to take the necessary 
administrative steps to have the 
HCC become an official 
American Canoe Club (ACA) 
Paddle America affiliate. 
This action was taken because 
the HCC has lost its general 
liability insurance and the only 
recommendation by the former 
insurance agent was to seek 
insurance through Lloyds of 
London. 
The ACA offers a very viable 
alternative plus other tangible 
benefits I discussed in last 
month's Paddle America article. 
The Executive Board also voted 
to establish a dues structure to 
cover HCC administrative costs 
as well as ACA membership. 
The annual dues will be $30 for 
individual or family 
memberships beginning the 
2004 membership year. This 
represents a $5 subsidy for 
family memberships. 
The next step is to amend the 
HCC Constitution and By-Laws 
as necessary to accommodate the 
Paddle America administrative 
process. 
By this article, notice is hereby 
given to the HCC general 
membership of such proposed 

Letter to the Editor 
Dues 
Before we consider raising the 
dues to $25 or $30 we need to 
think about the basis of the cost 
and expense. I am not interested 
in being a spoiled sport or a tight 
wad when it comes to 
maintaining the Club’s financial 

stability. I’ve been the Club 
Treasurer, and Executive officer 
in the past, and have been a 
member since 1983. The last 
time we raised the dues it was set 
at $15 “to prevent the need to 
raise this again in the near 
future”. It has been a long, long 
time since we raised the dues. 
Going back to the founding of 
the Club, the purpose of the dues 
was to pay for the publishing of 
the newsletter. According to 
Dave Ellis’ article it costs us 
about $4.50 per person to 
accomplish this task. So, what do 
we do with the other $10 per 
person? 
As a not-for-profit organization 
we are only allowed to make a 
limited profit per year and we are 
required to file a financial 
statement each year to prove our 
compliance with this law. I do 
not recall the Club’s financial 
statement being published this 
year, but I think we have a few 
thousand dollars in the bank. 
How much money do we need in 
the bank to guarantee our 
continued existence?  I have 
done much in the past to ensure 
we have this money and I do not 
advocate the loss of our nice 
bank account.  I agree we must 
keep insurance to protect 
ourselves; I have advocated for 
and served in the ACA in the 
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amendments. Notice is also 
given to the HCC general 
membership of a vote of the 
HCC general membership at the 
Summer General Meeting 
scheduled for August 23, 2003. 
It was also decided that interim 
measures were necessary to keep 
the Wednesday evening Thatcher 
pool sessions going as well as 
the swiftwater rescue clinics at 
the East Race. All interim 
activities will need to be under 
the direct supervision of an ACA 
certified instructor with classes 
or clinics properly structured, 
registered and insured by the 
ACA. While this will be 
somewhat burdensome, it is 
necessary to keep activities 
going. 
If you have comments or 
suggestions regarding this issue, 
please feel free to contact any 
HCC elected officer of Executive 
Board member. 

Reggie Baker 
ACA Chairman 



generally don’t have large 
boulders or white water. 
“It makes Indiana a pretty good 
paddling state because you end 
up with long stretches of calm 
water,” he says. 
Beginners can get their feet wet 
several different ways. Lori 
Gates, American Canoe 
Association certified instructor 
and member of the Hoosier 
Canoe Club, suggests contacting 
the HCC, which offers an 
introductory class about 
canoeing and water safety. 
To get a feel for being in a canoe 
in a calm body of water, novices 
and experts alike can take an 
evening canoe trip with the Eagle 
Creek Nature Center. Local 
experts discuss wildlife and 
general information about Eagle 
Creek Park, while you’re 
paddled around the reservoir in a 
canoe. The trip costs $5 per 
person, including life jacket 
rental, and lasts about an hour 
and a half.  
Once you’re ready to brave a 
river, call a livery to check water 
levels and inquire about prices of 
different trips of varied lengths. 
Rental costs between $25 and 
$30 per canoe, which holds two 
adults. It’s a good idea for 
beginners to select a shorter trip 
their first time out, advises Greg 
Woods, owner of Clements 
Canoes on Sugar Creek in 
Crawfordsville. “Take a half-day 
trip to see if you like it.”  
After you’ve selected a trip, 
many liveries offer basic 
instruction. Cave Country 
Canoes on Blue River in 
Marengo asks that canoers view 
a seven-minute safety video. 
Then you’re geared up with 
paddles and life jackets and it’s 
time to hit the water. 

(Continued from page 1) 

past. 
So here is my proposal. For those 
members who participate in the 
Paddle America program how 
about a reduction in the dues to 
be $5.00 per year? Then the 
additional $15.00 ACA dues 
would only make a $5.00 
increase in annual dues, give full 
benefit to the membership, 
provide full payment of the Club 
dues for the newsletter, and not 
diminish the Club treasury in the 
least. 
Those who receive the newsletter 
by e-mail would pay the same 
rate and help support the Club’s 
other expenses. If in a couple 
years the Audit Committee finds 
in its review of the Club’s 
financial transactions we need to 
adjust our dues we can do so.  I 
think this is a much more 
equitable arrangement, more 
financially responsible, and 
make membership more 
affordable to more people who 
will get more tangible benefit for 
their dollar. 

Robert Kirkman 

Some liveries are located on the 
river where you put on (place 
your canoe in the water) to begin 
a trip. Other liveries transport 
you and your gear to a remote 
location to begin your trip, which 
you wrap up (take off) back at 
the livery. In either case, liveries 
employ throwers, who load and 
unload canoes and usually offer 
to help carry them to and from 
the water’s edge. 
You may want to pack a cell 
phone in a tightly-sealed plastic 
bag for emergencies, but keep 
your baggage to a minimum. A 
mop bucket, a good, sturdy rope, 
and an underwater disposable 
camera are indispensable. Tie the 
mop bucket to the canoe to hold 
water and snacks. Should you 
tip, you can use the bucket to 
bail out. The camera is great for 
candid shots, and if it’s lost in 
the shuffle, it’s not a major 
expense. 
As with any water sport, safety is 
of utmost importance. Gates 
suggests canoeing with a group 
saying, “We always watch out 
for each other.” 
Jeff Blue, owner of Blue’s Canoe 
Livery along the Driftwood 
River in Columbus, stresses the 
importance of wearing a life 
jacket. “It’ll make you float like 
a cork. If you’ve got a life jacket 
on and you’re in deep, quick 
water, you’re better prepared to 
help others by helping yourself.” 
Be aware of the water level, 
which tends to be higher in 
spring and fall. Gary Bledsoe, 
American Canoe Association 
certified instructor and veteran 
HCC member, advises, “Now is 
an excellent time. You just have 
to be careful of high water this 
time of year.” However during 

(Continued on page 3) 

Paddle Indiana 
Streams attract 
experienced, novice 
canoers alike 
By Mayme R. Fravel 
 
Indiana is a canoeing hot spot, 
with more than 20 canoe trails 
that boast the state’s pastoral 
beauty. Dale Brier, streams and 
trails specialist at the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Outdoor Recreation, 
notes that because Indiana is 
relatively flat, the rivers 



(Continued from page 2) 
mid-summer dry spells, you may 
have to portage (carry your 
canoe) past shallow spots in the 
river. 
For more information, visit the 
Hoosier Canoe Club at 
hoosiercanoeclub.org. For a list 
of Indiana liveries, local rivers 
and streams, visit the Indiana 
Department of Natural 
Resource’s Canoeing Guide at 
www.in.gov/dnr/outdoor/canoe/. 
 
Reprinted with permission 
from the May 2003 issue of 
Indianapolis Woman magazine. 

Trip Report 
Muscatatuck/Whitewater 
River 
April 19 (Sat) 
A beautiful day, but not enough 
water to do the Muscatatuck. 
Time for plan B. I changed plans 
and we paddled the Whitewater 
River from just below 
Connersville to Laurel. The 
weather was great and the water 
level was adequate and the 
clarity excellent. We saw nesting 
Herons below Knulltown. 
The paddlers for the day were 
Dwayne James, Guy Schwering, 
Tom Siddall, and myself. Thanks 
to everyone who came to paddle. 

Dick Fetty 
-Trip Sponsor- 

Trip Report 
Mystery Trip 
May 26 (Mon) 
The memorial day mystery trip 
had 5 participants: Worth 
Donaldson (C-1), Judy 
Wiedenthal (K-1), Jeff Kuhn (C-
1), Gordon Lepley (C-1), and 
Jack Countryman (C-1). 
The trip was from the old 
Furness Mill dam site down 
Driftwood to the Llowell Bridge 
public access point. The weather 
was great, one of those days that 
makes you glad to be outside on 
the water. The water level was 
down a bit from the days before, 
but still above usual levels by a 
bit, making for fairly steady 
moving water with no real 
obstacles. 
No incidents, just an enjoyable, 
relaxing day on the water. 

Jack Countryman 
-Trip Sponsor- 

East Fork White River 
July 4-6 (Fri –Sun) 
Please contact me if you are 
interested in this trip no later 
than July 2nd. 

Dick Fetty 
765-754-8200 

Indiana Paddlers’ 
Rendezvous 
August 1-3 (Fri-Sun) 
This will be the 17th annual 
rendezvous. Location is Wildcat 
Park, Lafayette, IN. Please 
contact me for more info. 

Chuck Weiss 
765-477-7948 

scenicwildcat@aol.com 

Bob Brooks Box 771 Brownsburg, IN   46112 

H: 317-432-6734  W: 317-858-3797 E1: boundrybob@msn.com E2:     New 

John Crawford 4919 N Meridian St Indianapolis, IN   46208 

H: 317-255-4900  W: E1:  E2:    Renew 

Jenny Ranck Dooley 5712 West, 300 Nortn Boggstown, IN   46110-9708 

H: 317-835-2947  W: 317-232-8925 E1: jennyrd@hotmail.com E2:  New 

Kerri Fagan 398 Christy Dr. Greenwood, IN   46143 

H: 317-859-0253  W: 317-917-6498 E1: kfagan@ncaa.org E2:   Renew 

John Forrest 3937 Cedar Ridge Road, 1B Indianapolis, IN   46235 

H: 317-894-3315  W:  E1: jackforrest38@comcast.net E2:    New 

Donnis Kirkman PO Box 2137 Noblesville, IN   46061-2137 

H: 317-294-2379  W: 765-662-2586 E1: donnis1@mobile.att.net E2:    Renew 

Rob Smage 4915 Richmond Dr Racine, WI   53406 

H: 262-634-0505  W:  E1: raciurnr@aol.com E2:  New 

Rene & Mike Spivey2600 N Heidelbach Ave Evansville, IN   47711 

H: 812-428-4017  W:  E1: rraspiv@evansville.net E2:      New 

Kent Tabor 418 Woodsboro Royal Oak, MI   48067 

H: 248-398-0043  W: 586-758-5240x227 E1: xylomed@aol.com E2:    New 

Joan Taylor 19 W 241 14th Pl Lombard, IL   60148-4602 

H: 630-495-1565 W: E1: taylorjrs@aol.comE2:    Renew 

July Membership Changes 
! 
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Send change of address to: 
Dave Ellis, Membership 
7650 Poplar Road. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 

The Hoosier Paddler 
Lori Gates, Editor 
8421 Finchum Dr. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
Lgba1990@cs.com 

sq miles 
8. Q: Which Great Lake is the 
shallowest? 
    A: Lake Erie 
    210 feet at the deepest. 
    Average less than 15 ft. 
9. Q: What is the name of the 
deepest lake in the US? 
    A: Crater Lake 
    1,932 feet 
10. Q: Where is this lake 
located? 
    A: Oregon 
11. Which Great Lake is wholly 
in the US? 
    A: Lake Michigan 
12. Q: What is the name of the 
shortest river in the US? 
    A: “D” River in Oregon 
    440 feet 
13. Q: Which Great Lake is the 
deepest? 
    A: Lake Superior 
    13,000 feet 
14. Q: What is the name of the 
highest waterfall in the US? 
    A: Yosemite in CA 
    2,435 feet 
15. Q: What is the name of the 

largest lake in the US? 
    A: Lake Michigan 
    22,300 sq miles 
    920 ft at its deepest 

Dick Fetty 

For Sale: I have one Thule roof 
rack and a spare set of foot pads 
that came off of a '98 Chevy S-
10 extend cab and a custom " T " 
stand that sits in the back of the 
bed so a canoe rides more level 
doesn't act like an air brake. I 
paid $250 for both and would 
like to get $150. If anyone is 
interested, my parents will bring 
them back to Indiana in July. 

Ken Miller 
K27Miller@bellsouth.net 

Lakes & Rivers Trivia  
1. Q: What is the largest body of 
freshwater in the world? 
    A: The Great Lakes 
          947,700 sq miles 
2.  Q: What is the name of the 
longest river in the US? 
    A: Mississippi 
         2,350 miles long 
3. Q: What is the name of the 
deepest gorge in the US? 
    A: Hell’s gorge 
    7900 feet 
4. Q: What is the name of the 
largest Great Lake? 
    A: Lake Superior 
    31,700 sq ft. 
5. Q: What lake is between Lake 
Huron and Lake Erie? 
    A: Lake St. Clair 
6. Q: What is the name of the 
largest gorge in the US? 
    A: Grand Canyon in AZ 
    217 miles long 
7. Q: What body of water is the 
second saltiest in the world? 
    A: Great Salt Lake 
    In 1873 it was 2,250 sq miles 
    and in the 1960’s it was 1,000 

Classifieds 


