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HCC 40th 
ANNIVERSARY 

PADDLE AND PICNIC 
Saturday, August 23, 2003 

South Lake Park and 
Campground 

Can you believe the Hoosier 
Canoe Club has been in 
existence since 1963? Well, it 
has and we are going to celebrate 
by doing what paddlers do best, 
paddle and eat. 
The celebration will begin with a 
leisurely paddle down the White 
River from Waverly to 
Henderson Ford, just south of 
Indy. This stretch of the White 
River always has sufficient water 
and even has a nesting pair of 
Bald Eagles. The trip is about 8 
miles in length. 
We will meet at the DNR Public 
Access at noon. It is located 
about 1.5 miles east of SR 37 off 
of SR 144. There is a Dairy 
Queen at the intersection of 37 & 
144. Go east on SR 144 across 
the White River bridge. Look for 
the Public Access sign and turn 
left (southeast). Do not head up a 
hill or go past Mann and 
Centenary Roads. Follow the 
road back past South Lake to the 
put-in that is adjacent to South 
Lake. We will set the shuttle and 
hopefully be on the river by 1:00. 
The intent is to be back at South 
Lake between 4:00 and 5:00 for 
the picnic. 

In reply to Bob Kirkman’s letter, 
the newsletter is costing $260.00 
a month with free editing, 
putting together, delivering to the 
printer, labeling, and getting to 
the post office.  
This is roughly $12.00 per 
member annually. When you add 
to this different budgeted items 
you soon realize that we are 
spending more than we are 
taking in. Any additions to the 
bank account beyond 
membership dues are provided 
from the Triathlons at 
Shelbyville and Eagle Creek. 
(The HCC always needs 
additional volunteers to help 
with these events.) 
One way to save the club $950 is 
to shift the cost of the insurance 
from the club to the members. 
This was not planned nor was it 
our intent. However, our 
insurance carrier cancelled the 
club’s insurance. In searching for 
a new carrier we found no one to 
insure us so if you know of a 
company who will insure us, 
please call me. 
We need insurance coverage for 
HCC events. The ACA will 
insure us if we follow their 
guidelines. If you want to be in 
on the discussion and help decide 
what direction the club should 
go, please attend the meeting on 
August 23rd. 

Dwon Miller, Skipper  

The next portion of the 
celebration will be the picnic/
pitchin. The HCC will be 
providing the meats and drinks 
and the entry to the facility. 
Participants should bring their 
favorite picnic fare to share. I 
have reserved the screened 
shelter house. You will have full 
access to the facility including 
fishing and swimming. If you 
wish to camp, there will be a 
$6.50 per site fee. Please call 
Dwon Miller at 765-288-1404 by 
Thursday August 21st to let him 
know if you are coming. 
The final portion of the 
celebration will be the oh so 
necessary business meeting to 
sort out this Paddle America 
business and will start at 6:00 
pm. sharp. Your input is vital to 
making a correct and well-
informed decision on how the 
HCC should proceed. At issue 
here is whether there is a need 
for the HCC to have general 
liability insurance or not. Should 
the HCC try to find another 
insurance carrier, or should we 
go ahead and sign on as a Paddle 
America Club under the 
American Canoe Association 
banner? 

Reggie Baker 
ACA Representative 

Response to Last Month’s 
Letter to the Editor 



converts it. I simply e-mail the 
PDF version to Roger Kugler 
and Dave Ellis. Roger is the 
HCC webmaster and puts the 
newsletter on the web site. Dave 
sends notification out to the 
members who have elected to not 
receive a hard copy and view the 
newsletter on the web site. (This 
could really save the club a lot 
more money if more members 
would agree to do this. If you 
would like to just contact Dave 
Ellis.) The club’s digital camera 
is a Sony Mavica that uses just a 
floppy disk - very, very easy to 
use. Likewise, the club’s HP 
scanner is very easy to use. 
Dave Ellis provides all of the 
mail labels. Yes, the budget is 
fairly adequate. Mom & I don't 
count any of our long distance 
expenses or mileage. The most 
frustrating part is getting 
members to submit info. Since it 
takes a fair amount of time to put 
everything together, I haven't had 
the time to track down a lot of 
material so I must rely on 
members to provide lots of 
articles. The most rewarding 
aspect is seeing the issue after it's 
complete. We have been 
complimented by the print shops 
on how "professional" the HCC 
newsletter looks. 
I think any HCC member who 
has their own computer with MS 
Windows software and is 
comfortable using MS Word and 
the internet (including e-mail) 
would make an excellent 
Newsletter Editor. I learned to 
use MS Publisher pretty quickly 
so you wouldn’t really need 
previous experience with this 
software. My best advice is get a 
committee of folks together to 
assist because you'll go nuts 
trying to do it all by yourself. 
Mom has served as my 

New HCC Newsletter 
Editor Needed 
Lori Gates has a new job, 
congratulations, but is going to 
have to resign the HCC 
Newsletter Editor position. 
Therefore, we are asking for 
someone to volunteer to do the 
monthly newsletter. 
Please call me if interested. 

Dwon Miller, Skipper 
765-288-1404 

"Publisher" to help with the 
hands on type work. It would 
also be helpful to have someone 
to track articles down and send 
out reminders to trip leaders. I'd 
be happy to show you how 
everything works and transfer 
the information over if you're 
interested. It has been a pleasure 
serving as your Newsletter 
Editor. Thanks! 
Lori Gates, HCC Newsletter Editor 

What’s Involved with 
Putting the HCC 
Newsletter Together? 
Newsletter stats: Hours per 
monthly issue really depends on 
how much stuff you can get from 
members vs. having to hunt them 
down and finding other filler 
stuff. Hopefully most is "cut and 
paste" but I still get quite a bit of 
hand written stuff. Rough guess 
for putting everything into 
Publisher format is 4 to 8 hours. 
Members, if there is any way 
possible for you to type up and e-
mail me your article (anyone can 
do this at their local library), it 
saves me a lot of time!! 
I have used the MS Publisher 
format that Joe Smith previously 
set up since everyone seems to 
like that format. Mom & I mail 
around 250 hard copies every 
month. We take everything to a 
print shop who then copies, 
staples, folds and puts the little 
round sticky on them. Then we 
add the labels and stamps by 
hand and then take them to the 
post office. 
To get the newsletter into PDF, 
when you're in Publisher, you 
just "print to: acrobat distiller" 
and then it opens up adobe and 

New HCC Board Member 
Needed 
Susie Evans has resigned her 
position on the HCC Board as 
she is moving to Florida. We 
need someone to step forward to 
serve thru December with hopes 
of continuing your  service to the 
club. Please call me if you’re 
interested. 

Dwon Miller, Skipper 
765-288-1404 

Member Changes 
Michael & Rachel Witt 
1922 Perrine St 
Lafayette, IN   47904 
H: 765-743-5209 
W: 765-494-8703 
E1: boiler@improsaic.com 
 
Marty Worline 
4716 Laurel Circle N Dr 
Indianapolis, IN   46226 
H: 317-490-0601 
W: 317-490-0601 
E1: pibindy@comcast.net 
 
Nick Servies 
2525 Baur Drive 
Indianapolis, IN   46220 
H: 317-432-6965 
W: 317-423-0690 
E1: nservies@yahoo.com 



Minutes of Emergency 
Board Meeting (June 17, 
2003)  

Present: Roger Ritchie, Dick 
Fetty, Dave Ellis, Jordan Ross, 
Earl King, Reggie Baker, Lori 
Gates, Shirley Gates, Jack 
Countryman, Dan Clark, Dave 
Timm, Mary Ann Crismore  

An emergency HCC board 
meeting was called to discuss the 
club's insurance problems. 
Handouts containing recent 
emailings between club members 
and Kevin Wheeler (Cardinal 
Insurance) and information from 
the American Canoe Association 
(ACA) were distributed. HCC is 
no longer insured through 
Cardinal Insurance and has no 
immediate prospects for 
obtaining insurance through 
another agent. A policy was not 
issued for HCC during 2002, 
despite the fact that Cardinal 
Insurance cashed our payment 
check. Dave Ellis asked that 
someone else take the lead on 
this issue, since he would be 
away much of the summer.  

Insurance issues have been 
discussed frequently at board 
meetings for at least the last 6 
months, with a focus on 
obtaining coverage through the 
ACA Paddle America program. 
The decision to make HCC a full 
Paddle America Club affects 
membership dues and would 
require changes to the HCC 
Constitution and By Laws. 
Membership dues to the ACA 
Paddle America Program are $15 
for individuals and $20 for 
families. It is not clear whether 
HCC could become a full Paddle 
America Club during the middle 
of 2003, since HCC would first 
need to make stated membership, 

Constitution and By Laws 
changes. It was suggested that 
surplus HCC funds be used for 
paying ACA dues for HCC 
members that are not currently 
ACA members. This would be a 
costly option that is not 
guaranteed to cover HCC's 2003 
insurance needs. In addition to 
membership cost considerations, 
there are also additional legal 
and administrative requirements 
for being a Paddle America 
Club. For example, the ACA 
logo may need to be included on 
HCC documents, newsletters, 
brochures, etc., ACA waivers 
would need to be used for HCC 
events and HCC events would 
need to be sanctioned by the 
ACA in order to obtain coverage 
through the Paddle America 
Program. More detailed ACA 
requirements are described in 
papers obtained from the ACA 
by Reggie Baker.  

The following steps were 
identified as necessary to pursue 
HCC status as a Paddle America 
Club: 
1) Make official decision to 
become a Paddle America Club, 
2) Amend HCC Constitution and 
By Laws, 
3) notify ACA of our intentions 
and ask for assistance from the 
ACA in completing this 
transition, and 
4) Complete agreements and 
forms for ACA, make payment 
of ACA membership dues, etc.  

The cost of insurance through 
Cardinal had risen to near $1,000 
per year, although it was never 
clear what was covered since a 
claim had never been filed. 
Requirements for amending 
Constitution and By Laws were 
discussed and issues such as 
liability and coverage for 

Thatcher Pool events, East Race 
events, impromptu trips, trips put 
together on the bulletin board 
and sponsored trips were 
discussed. It was suggested that 
Thatcher Pool sessions could be 
covered under the ACA by 
involving ACA certified 
instructors at the pool as "Quick 
Start" instructional programs. 
Current ACA members would be 
insured through the ACA for this 
type of ACA sanctioned event, 
while non ACA members could 
pay $5 single event coverage 
through the ACA. ACA "Quick 
Start" programs require 3 hours 
of instruction. Similar 
approaches could be taken for 
obtaining coverage for East Race 
events. Instructors would need to 
be scheduled and the ACA 
would need to be contacted. 
Reggie Baker indicated he would 
check into this possibility, based 
on his past experiences with 
ACA for the Kayak Roll Class. 
Administering these types of 
activities through the ACA will 
take preplanning, commitment 
and effort. Alternative sources of 
insurance were suggested, such 
as contacting commercial rafting 
companies, determining who 
underwrites the ACA, etc.  

Three options appear available to 
the HCC at this time: 1) no 
insurance, 2) insure through 
ACA Paddle America Program, 
or 3) identify another carrier.  

A motion for HCC to become a 
fully participating ACA Paddle 
America Club was made with 
future HCC dues to be raised to 
$30 for individual or family 
memberships to cover HCC 
membership dues and ACA 
Paddle America membership 
dues. This motion was passed 

(Continued on page 4) 



(Continued from page 3) 

unanimously.  

It was suggested that the general 
HCC membership would need to 
be made aware of this decision 
by including this information in 
the July Newsletter. It was 
suggested that a vote on 
changing the Constitution and 
By Laws could be taken at the 
HCC general meeting scheduled 
to be held on August 23, 2003. 
This general meeting is 
scheduled to coincide with the 
HCC 40th Anniversary 
Celebration to be held at the 
South Lake Recreation near the 
Waverly putin on the White 
River. It was also suggested that 
a frequently asked question 
(FAQ) list be compiled for the 
membership. It was decided this 
information should be posted to 
the club internet bulletin boards, 
website, etc. Changes to the 
HCC By Laws and Constitution 
will involve changes in 
membership dues and forms, 
logos, waivers, etc. Dave Timm 
and Reggie Baker volunteered to 
work on the wording for the By 
Laws and Constitution. 

Dave Timm, HCC Secretary 

Trip Report 
“To the Bay!” 
The Missinaibi River, 2003 
by Hoz Joven 
 
(first of 4 installments) 
 
In July of 2002 Worth 
Donaldson, Jim Kendall, Jeff 
Kuhn and myself Jose Joven (aka 
the Hoz) paddled the upper 
Missinaibi River in Canada 220 
kilometers from Dog Lake to 
Mattice. The Missinaibi River is 

a Canadian wilderness waterway 
flowing north, from near Lake 
Superior to James Bay. The river 
holds historical relevance as a 
primary route during the fur 
trade era between Lake Superior, 
the Interior and James Bay. It 
also has deep religious 
significance for the Ojibwa and 
Cree First Nations who still 
inhabit and take sustenance from 
its shores. 
While discussing options for this 
years trip Worth uttered those 
fateful lines, “we have to finish 
what we started” sort of like a 
challenge. We HAD ended our 
trip at the midpoint of the river. 
There are 321 kilometers to go 
before the route ends at the 
Native villages of Moosonee and 
Moose Factory near the shores of 
James Bay. The lower Missinaibi 
is graced with 32 sets of 
runnable rapids and the last 220 
kilometers line up perfectly with 
the prevailing winds. I could 
practice my new hobby, canoe 
sailing. The temptation of being 
able to sail a long distance was 
too great. I agreed to organize 
the trip. 
The only time Worth could get 
off work was June 14th through 
the 29th. Fellow HCC member 
Jim Kendall again signed on as 
our head fishing guide and 
whitewater enthusiast. Jeff Kuhn 
couldn’t get the time off work. 
Since Jim, Worth and I travel 
well together we decided not to 
recruit any new trippers and as 
last year, we would paddle three 
solo canoes. Jim volunteered his 
van and trailer. He and Worth 
picked me up in Indy at 8:00 am 
on Saturday the 14th. We drove 
straight through to Mattice, 
Ontario in 17 hours, taking 3-4 
hour shifts. On the road from 
Wawa to Hearst we saw two 

moose and two bear on the 
roadside. Arriving at Missinaibi 
Outfitters base camp at 1:00am 
we found everyone asleep. Owen 
Korpela and his wife Denyse 
own Missinaibi Outfitters in 
Mattice. They rent canoes, gear, 
arrange guides, provide shuttles 
and will watch over your vehicle 
while you are on the river. We 
found a note pinned to the office 
door pointing us to our reserved 
cabin. We quickly found it and 
turned in for the night. 
Waking at 6:30 we all took 
showers, our last for the next 11 
days. We saw there was another 
group of four tandem canoes in 
the camp. We met them outside 
and found they were from 
Wisconsin and also planned to 
start running the river this 
morning. Not wanting to have a 
traffic jam we told our host, 
Owen Korpela, we would head 
down to the put-in with our gear 
and canoes and then come back 
to pay our shuttle expenses, 
permits and cabin fee. The 
municipal park in Mattice looked 
the same as last year and not 
wanting to miss an inch of the 
river we unloaded our equipment 
at the same take out Worth and I 
used last July. 
Worth stayed with our gear while 
Jim and I went back to the base 
camp to settle up and catch a ride 
back with Owen. At the office/
restaurant the Wisconsin crew 
seemed a little peeved that we 
had jumped ahead of them to 
place our gear on the river. I only 
said we didn’t care who was 
“first” on the river, but that we 
wanted to have steady forward 
motion and not have to wait or 
waste time in the office. They 
took their time settling the bill 
and heading out so by the time 

(Continued on page 5) 



(Continued from page 4) 
Worth, Jim and I got on the river 
it was almost 11:00. We saw 
nothing of the Wisconsin crew. 
As we paddled down the river I 
felt a great sense of anticipation 
and excitement. We were back, 
and this time we were going to 
James Bay! 
It was mid afternoon when we 
came upon the Wisconsin crew. 
Seems they had jumped ahead by 
using a put in about two miles 
downstream from ours. I guess 
they wanted to be first on the 
river and left the rapid set they 
were playing as soon as we came 
around the bend. Oh well, 
different strokes… 
The first day we ran two class 
III’s, two class II’s, several class 
I’s and many swifts with no 
difficulty. At five that evening 
we again crossed paths with 
Wisconsin, who were setting 
camp for the night at Class IV 
Kettle Falls. We surprised them 
by cheating the beginning of the 
300 meter portage and running 
the river an extra 100 meters to 
the edge of the drop. We 
unloaded our gear and portaged 
200 meters across the flat rock 
shelves. Our destination was 
another six kilometers 
downstream at Isabel Island, so 
we didn’t waste time. We bade 
Wisconsin a good evening and 
shoved off. 
Just before Isabel is Skunk 
Island. Jim decided to go left and 
Worth and I went right. Halfway 
down the channel I spied a 
moose feeding in the shallows. 
Signaling Worth to paddle 
quietly we slowly sneaked up on 
her. By being careful, and 
paddling only when she had her 
head under water, I was able to 
get close enough to actually 
“smell” the moose, deep and 

earthy, like a horse. We never 
scared her off, eventually 
paddling past to leave her to her 
feeding. Worth said he could see 
a baby on the shore but my 
eyesight is so bad I missed it. 
Landing at Isabel we found a 
buggy bush camp hacked out of 
the alders. Worth and I set up his 
new Eureka VCS bug shelter and 
I determined that it would be 
good to sleep in as long as it 
wasn’t pouring rain so I didn’t 
set my tent. After dinner, we all 
turned in, the sound of swift 
water lulling us to sleep. 
The next morning we intended to 
go 28 kilometers to 
Thunderhouse Falls. We wanted 
to keep ahead of Wisconsin to 
make sure we would have our 
pick of the four campsites 
located there. 
After lunch we found a camp on 
river left. Fred Neegan is a 75 
year old Cree native who lives 
on the Missinaibi River year 
‘round. He hunts geese, ducks, 
moose and fish.  He also guides 
clients on the Missinaibi, 
instructing them in the ways of 
the river and Cree folklore. Fred 
wasn’t home when we came 
through but we paid our respects 
to him anyway, leaving a bit of 
jerky at his camp. Fred still lives 
the “old ways” and is well 
admired. 
There were several CI’s and 
swifts to negotiate and we had no 
problem running them. By 3:00 
we were unloading our gear for 
the 900 meter carry around CIII 
Coal Rapids to the Falls 
campsite. The total carry to the 
put in is 1645 meters. We placed 
our gear at the camp and 
returned for the canoes, scouting 
the run as we went. It was 
decided we would attempt Coal 

Rapids with empty canoes by 
hugging the far left shore and 
boofing two ledges along the 
way instead going of straight 
down the middle which is more 
dangerous. This saved us from 
carrying the canoes an extra 750 
meters and there was a safe eddy 
and sand beach to land. We 
didn’t want to make any 
mistakes here as Thunderhouse 
Falls waits at the end of the run, 
and the falls have killed five 
canoeists in the past decade. 
Jim led the way and we had a 
high time finding the chutes and 
tongues of water to get us down. 
The cruxes were the two ledges, 
which were class III and had a 
high volume of water pouring 
over them. Once committed, 
there was no turning back. The 
ledges were impossible to line, 
as the shore is protected by high 
rock walls. To try and join the 
portage trail would have been 
equally impossible through the 
impenetrable brush. A quick peel 
out from the eddy, stroke and 
brace and we were through. 
Boiling souse holes waited at the 
bottom but a cross bow draw got 
everyone past. In no time we 
were at our exit beach and were 
carrying our canoes to the other 
end of the trail. 
We set camp at a site that 
overlooks the falls and spent the 
rest of the day exploring the area. 
Thunderhouse is actually a series 
of three waterfalls and when 
standing at the edge of the pitch 
off the power of the crashing 
water can be felt deep within 
you. White foam is tossed high 
up in the air and the patterns of 
disturbed, roiling water is 
spellbinding. An eddy at the top 
ebbs and flows with a life of its 
own, the foam rolling round and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Send change of address to: 
Dave Ellis, Membership 
7650 Poplar Road. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 

The Hoosier Paddler 
Lori Gates, Editor 
8421 Finchum Dr. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
Lgba1990@cs.com 

-Be a Trip Sponsor- 

falls, and also took the 
opportunity to rinse out my 
sweaty clothes. The water in the 
shallow bay was warm and I 
thought of the people, in 
centuries past, Natives, 
Voyageurs and Orkney bay men 
who perhaps bathed at this same 
spot. Lying on the warm sun 
heated rocks I felt refreshed and 
rejuvenated. 
That evening Wisconsin came 
through. They carried the entire 
1500 meter trail and set camp at 
the Gorge site. Their plan was to 
leave the next day; ours was to 
enjoy two days at Thunderhouse 
so our parties would be spread 
out on the river from now on. 
Our second day at Thunderhouse 
was spent fishing the gorge and 
playing the swift water above 
and below Conjuring House. The 
river is still angry from the 
pummeling it has taken over the 
falls. Boils, eddies and swift 
current make it difficult paddling 
upstream. We all tried but Jim 
was the only one to make it past 
Conjurors House to the foot of 
the bottom waterfall. He made an 
offering of tobacco to the spirits 
and promptly caught 2 walleye 
from the deep pool below. Jim 

and I caught a mess of walleye 
and bass in the gorge and we 
later made “fish jerky” by slowly 
smoking the filets. Wisconsin 
leisurely moved out about three 
in the afternoon. That evening 
we had a rain shower. The next 
day we packed and continued 
downriver toward our first big 
test “The Long Portage”. 
(Next month we take a long walk 
in the woods and start canoe 
sailing) 

Boat For Sale: 14 ft. Mohawk 
Oddessy (with airbags) for sale 
or trade for solo whitewater 
canoe. Paddled three times. Nice 
little boat, but I have been bitten 
by the whitewater bug. $700 or 
trade for boat of equal or lesser 
value. 

Matt Hagan 
502-897-0664 

mattbcha@yahoo.com 

(Continued from page 5) 
round like a galactic microcosm. 
Water holding scour holes in the 
rock vibrate with the power of 
the crashing river. Sitting at the 
edge of the falls you feel as if the 
rocks themselves are moving. It 
is awesome to see the entire 
Missinaibi funneled through a 
mere ten foot gap in the granite. 
Further downstream the river 
flows swiftly through a gorge 
with soaring 100 foot granite 
walls. Whole tree trunks have 
been carried down and lie like 
jackstraws on ledges high up the 
cliffs. It is awe-inspiring to think 
of the flood waters that flow 
through this canyon when the ice 
melts during spring breakup. 
Standing off to one side is 
Conjuring House Rock, a lone 
pinnacle of granite that seems to 
contain the stone profile of a 
Native in full feather regalia. It’s 
a sacred place to the First 
Nations people, who have come 
here for centuries on spirit 
quests, to receive visions and for 
cleansing ceremonies. 
That afternoon we each explored 
the area alone, contemplating 
this mysterious place. I swam at 
the exit beach upstream from the 

Classifieds 


